FOUNDATIONS

BAPTISM
Much has been said in different quarters about this subject, and some of these things have had more to do with man’s doctrines than God’s Word, but I have no intention of getting involved in an intellectual discussion on the matter.  Instead I want to stay with what God has said through his prophets and apostles in his Word.

We all, as Christians, know that Jesus commanded his followers; his disciples; to obey his command to be baptised. (Matt.28:18-20, Acts 2:37-38)  He made it very clear that a complete willingness to obey him in all things would be taken by him as real evidence of our love for him. (Jh.14:21-23) Conversely, an unwillingness to obey completely would be taken by him as irrefutable evidence that any declaration of love for him would not be genuine. (Jh.14:24)
To get an understanding of what baptism means to Jesus Christ it’s necessary to look closely at his Word, recorded in the bible.  In Acts 2:24 it is clearly connected with repentance, and thereby tied up with forgiveness of sin, and in 1Peter3:18-21 the apostle goes so far as to liken it to Noah’s Ark.  Just as those, and only those, who entered that ark with Noah were saved from God’s just vengeance, so too, it is only those who lay claim to their share in the death and resurrection of the Christ, the Messiah, by entering into the waters of baptism, and emerging the other side, who can truly lay claim to God’s offer of a clear conscience, a conscience free of guilt for all past sin, through Jesus Christ. (1Jh.1:7)
But to carry this thought too far can result in our trusting in the waters of baptism to save us, instead of faith in the truth of Jesus’ Word in Matt.28:18-20, shown by our obedience to his command. 
However, to do as some do; and as is taught in certain religious circles; relying on a “sacrament of baptism”, i.e. a religious ritual, to achieve salvation in us, would be tantamount to saying that if someone saw Noah building the ark, and then went off to build a boat to their own design, they would also have been saved from the flood.  
In fact, as in every other area of the spiritual, for those who would be saved, it’s God’s way or nothing.
The Ark, of itself, didn’t save anyone.  It was an inanimate object, incapable of doing anything unless used and guided by someone else.  It was nothing more than God’s tool, designed by him, built by Noah at his direction, then used and directed by God himself, to achieve his purpose. 

So too, baptism is God’s tool, designed by him, used by his Church, his people, according to his precise directions, to achieve his specific purpose. It was designed for us to go down into, thereby laying claim to our share in Christ’s death. And by our coming back up out of the waters, laying claim to our share in his resurrection, all because of our faithful obedience to him. (Rom.6:3-11)
Noah built the ark exactly according to God’s plan and specification.  Nothing else would have been sufficient.  God’s plan and specification for our salvation was fully and completely laid out and shown to us in Jesus Christ.  
Our only part, as with those in Noah’s time who truly believed God’s Word as shared with them by Noah, and who then entered the ark, passed through the waters of the flood and reemerged to a new life, a new world, is to believe God’s Word to us in Jesus Christ. We then, by our obedience to that Word, show that our faith is genuine as we enter the waters of baptism, reemerging to a new life in Christ, accepting his wonderful, free offer of salvation.
We are buried with Christ in baptism; symbolising the death of our old nature; and we are raised with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.  We were dead to God in our sin nature, but now he has made us alive together with Jesus, having forgiven us all our sin, and having canceled the sentence of death passed on us by his holy law, (Ezek.18:4) setting this aside by nailing it to Christ’s cross. (Col.2:11-14)

When we truly believe God’s Word as shown in Jesus Christ, and then show the genuineness of that belief by our obedience to his command in baptism; symbolising true repentance; we can then know, with absolute certainty, that we have not only become sharers in his death, but have been raised with him to a new life, and so can now freely “seek the things which are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.”  
We can “set our minds on the things above, not on the things of earth” any more, because the power of our old nature has been broken in our lives by that nature being put to death, and now our new lives are hidden in complete safety with Christ in God.  When he appears, we will appear with him, sharing in his glory, because we will be like him. (Col.3:1-4, 1Jh.3:2-3, Rom.8:29)
For now though, our task is to continually put off that old dead nature, and, also continually, put on the new nature we’ve received, doing everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, thanking God, our Father, through him. (Col.3:5-17, Gal.3:27, Eph.4:22-24)
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